
Concept Note
Thematic Session 1.1: Risk-Informed Policy Making for Sustainable Development, Climate Change Adaptation and the Environment
	Type of Event
	☐ Plenary	 ☒ Thematic Session       ☐ Working Session         ☐ Learning Lab                    

	Title of the Event
	Risk-Informed Policy Making for Sustainable Development, Climate Change Adaptation and the Environment

	Relevant Conference Plenary
	​☐ Plenary 1:  Applying Risk Information for Transformative Governance 
☐ Plenary 2: 
​​☐​ Plenary 3:
​​☐​ Cross-Cutting Issue

	Background and Rationale
	Climate change is increasing the magnitude, frequency, duration and severity of climate-related hazards. It has become a major driver of disaster losses and development setbacks, with various negative impacts on socio-economic and ecological systems. This is particularly pertinent in Africa, as according to the Sendai Framework Midterm review, it has suffered the greatest economic impact due to climate-related disasters, with losses equivalent to 12.3 per cent of total GDP. Within Africa there is also often a siloed approach across government Institutions working on disaster risk reduction, climate change adaption, environment and development, leading to a duplication of efforts, lack coherent and risk informed policy making, and inefficient use of scare resources. At the same time, other factors such as poverty, demographic transitions, weak governance, environmental degradation, rapid and unplanned urbanisation, as well as conflicts are aggravating exposure and vulnerability, which in turn is increasing risk. Risk is systemic and risk drivers do not occur in a vacuum, but are interdependent, dynamic and in some cases transnational. Therefore, comprehensive risk assessment and management, based on sound disaggregated data including in context of climate change require a comprehensive, harmonized and systemic perspective of risk and its underlying drivers to holistically address the complex nature of risks. In order to safeguard development gains, reduce risks from and to development initiatives as well as to avoid maladaptation, decision makers require clear comprehensive risk information to understand and implement risk informed and coherent policy development.

	Session Objectives
	
· Exchange views among stakeholders on risk informed and cross-sectoral policy making and implementation;
· Promote cross ministerial collaboration in order to develop and implement Disaster risk reduction strategies, national adaption plans, and national development plans in a risk informed, inclusive and coherent manner;
· Discuss the effectiveness of existing coordination structures in the region between DRR, CCA, the environment and development actors, including the need to strengthen them;
· Foster a common understanding and benefit of comprehensive and harmonized systemic risk assessment, policy coherence and risk informed development, planning and financing for policy makers; and
· Discuss the enabling policy environment for the operationalization of risk informed development.

	Expected Outcomes 
	Participants will be able to:
· Highlight the diversified potential Africa has to deal with climate related disasters in a risk informed manner;
· Increase integration of risk informed development into donor programming in Africa based on national contexts; and
· Increase coordination and collaboration among development partners and within continental, regional, national and local African governments and institutions in order to enhance coherence.

	Structure
	Moderated panel discussion: 
· Introductions by Moderator
· UNDP to set the scene
· Discussions then guided by moderator
· Interactive Session: discussion and Q&A with the audience
· Final Reflections and Recommendations 

	Moderator of the Session
	Mr. Huw Beynon, Deputy Chief, Regional Office for Africa, UNDRR

	List of Panellists 
	· Gatkuoth Kai, Regional Coordinator for Africa - Disaster Risk Reduction and Recovery, UNDP
· Cecilia Aipira, Chief of Branch, Ecosystems Division, United Nations Environment Programme 
· Pamela Komujuni Kalule, Senior Disaster Management Officer, Office of the Prime Minister, Uganda
· Harsen Nyambe, Director, Blue Economy and Sustainable Environment, African Union commission
· Grace Mercy Osewe, County Executive Committee Member in-charge of Governance, Administration, Communication and Devolution, Homa Bay County, Kenya

	Reference Documents
	· Technical guidance on comprehensive risk assessment and planning in the context of climate change
· The UNDP Approach to Risk-Informed Development
· Risk-Informed Development: A Strategy Tool for Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation into Development
· GAR Special Report 2023: Mapping resilience for the Sustainable Development Goals
· The Report of the Midterm Review of the Implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 
· Policy brief: Disaster risk reduction and climate change
· Risk Informed Development: Why it matters
· Applying an intersectional lens to risk-informed development
· Key messages on risk-informed development


	Public narrative [For the website]
	With climate change intensifying the magnitude, frequency, duration, and severity of climate-related hazards across the African continent it remains necessary to create sustainable solutions that will address these disaster losses, and the setbacks in development that they in turn create. The fragmented approach of many African governmental bodies often results in duplicated efforts, inconsistent and poorly informed policymaking, and inefficient use of limited resources. Through this thematic session, participants will foster a common understanding and benefit of comprehensive and harmonized systemic risk assessment, policy coherence. Effective risk assessment and management, particularly in the context of climate change, requires a comprehensive, harmonized, and systemic approach, and this session aims to promote the creation and implementation of such comprehensive and harmonized approaches. Stakeholders will exchange their different views and experiences with cross-sectoral policy making and engage in dialogues that promote cross-ministerial collaboration. These discussions will help to safeguard development gains, reduce risks from and to development initiatives as well as to avoid maladaptation through the creation and implementation of coherent policy development.

	Interpretation
	Yes 



